Alton Castle   

Risk Assessment Form
	Risk Assessment For: ASTRONOMY


	Department: PROGRAMME

	Completed By: PAUL CONNOR

	Date updated February 2010

	Hazards


	Control Measures
	Who is at Risk?
	Risk Level

1 – low

6 - high

	Using steps to go in to the Dome.
A child trips over the extension lead to the planetarium.


	Group are briefed about Health and Safety when using the steps. The group are told to use the handrail.

As the children enter the room they are asked to sit down. The planetarium and plinth is then put in position. When the viewing has taken place the plinth and all cables are put to the side of the room well away from the children and staff.


	Group Members

Team Members


	Risk 3



	Banging head going out of the dome.

The children could start climbing the railings as they move out of the dome. 
A child gets hold of the laser pen and shines it in the eyes of another person on retreat. 

A child coming up the stairs to the dome puts their head through trailing wires and could hurt their neck.

	The activity leader will go ahead of the group and stand by the door to ensure that they do not bang their heads. We have put bright yellow warning tape over the affected areas.
Ask one of the teachers to come up the steps first so that they can keep an eye on the children.

The pen will be kept hidden from view. The team leader will be the only person allowed to use the pen.

The team leader will be fully trained in the use of all equipment.

There is always a team leader at the top of the stairs inside of the dome. This team member should always use their right hand to make sure that all trailing wires are out of the way for the climbing child.


	Group Members

Team Members

As above
	Risk 3 

As above

	Hatch Door to dome left open / falling through hatch


	The activity leader ensures that the group are standing in a safe place away from the hatch and they then close the door.


	Group Members

Team Members


	Risk 3

	Using the stepladder to the telescope / moving around the dome in the dark in the dome.
The children waiting to use the smaller outside scope are getting fed up waiting and are climbing the fence.


	We no longer use the step ladder for the children to climb. The whole group now use the TV monitors to view everything. The scopes have been turned into cameras.
The team members are trained to make best use of the visiting staff. We now have binoculars for the staff to use with the waiting children. 


	Group Members

Team Members


	Risk 3



	There is a child in a wheelchair
	The lift will allow the child to do the activity. We can push the chair into the dome from the top area.    
	Group Members

Team Members


	      Risk 3



	Walking back to the Creation Room in the dark
	The activity leader will lead the group using a torch ensuring that hazards are pointed out and out the lights on at the earliest opportunity.
	Group Members

Team Members


	Risk 3



	A child or teacher is hit by crank handle as the dome rotates.
This handle could  also bring a portable T.V. off its plinth
	The team should only move the dome slightly left and right  which should prevent any connection.
	Group Members

Team Members


	Risk 3
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