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Note to visiting teachers

Involvement

We believe that it is hugely beneficial for the children who come on retreat to see their teachers “out of context” and, with this in mind, we would urge all visiting teachers to get stuck in to the activities as much as possible. We do require that every activity group is accompanied by a visiting teacher. Don’t worry if you do end up covered in mud, the children will learn from observing how you deal with it!  

Pastoral Responsibility

We ask that visiting teachers remain mindful that they have overall responsibility for the pastoral care of the children who are visiting the Castle on retreat; this is whilst on activities as well as at the end of the day.  Our team will handover at about 9pm and we do ask that visiting teachers are in sufficient numbers on site to satisfy their schools normal supervision ratios.  A member of the Castle team will be on night duty in the castle and is available to assist in the event of an incident throughout the night and until breakfast the following morning.  We further ask, should it be necessary, that visiting teachers from one school be prepared to maintain discipline amongst children from another visiting school, either directly or by reporting poor behaviour to the staff from the other school.

Fitness

None of the activities on offer at the castle require anything more than a general level of fitness.  Our adventure treks range from just over 3 KM to about 5 KM.  Mountain Biking clearly requires the ability to ride a bike confidently over rough ground and we would ask that visiting teachers consider this when selecting personnel to accompany the school on retreat. 

We hope that the points raised above help all visiting teachers understand the Castles expectations of them and enable them to get the very most out of the retreat experience.

